
 

We will be performing a favorite this Year… 

A Lauderville Christmas! 
Our  Kids’  Number  will  feature  performances  by  our 
Preschool/Elementary, Middle School, and High School 
students.  We are taking this production to the next level 
this year and we know it will be great!  

34th Annual Fort Lauderdale Christmas Pageant

Elementary/Preschool Cast  

Guidelines

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 
God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 1 John 1:5 



THE MINISTRY 
The most important thing for all of us to remember is that Pageant shares the good news of Jesus Christ 
to our community.  Spend time talking with your children about the privilege of participating in Pageant 
and about the purpose of Pageant.   Spend time praying with your children about the ministry that they 
will have. Work together to identify people to invite.  Pray for those who will attend the Pageant.  Pray 
with your child about their personal performance and behavior.

COMMITMENT 
Participation  in  the  Fort  Lauderdale  Christmas  Pageant  is  voluntary,  but  participation  requires 
commitments  of  you and your  child(ren).   Agreeing  to  participate  in  the  Elementary  Pageant  Cast 
indicates your decision to fulfill all commitments required.  

Every  child  plays  an  important  role,  and  is  expected  to  be  in  their  place  on  stage  each 
performance and rehearsal.  Additionally, a parent commitment during rehearsals, assisting in dressing 
rooms, or costuming is required of all parents or guardians.  A list of rehearsals and performance dates is 
included in this packet.  Please read it carefully and check the dates against your family’s calendar prior 
to completing the online registration. Remember to factor in your child’s age, schedule, and stamina 
before  making  the  commitment.   Please  carefully  read  the  Club  252,  rehearsal  and  performance 
attendance section as well.

REGISTRATION STEPS 
Every child who desires to participate in the Kids’ Number must complete the following steps:
1. Complete online registration at www.firstbaptistftl.com
2. Sign the Commitment form and Parent Background Check form
3. Sign the Permission/Medical Consent forms (1 per child)
4. Parent/Guardian attend one of the mandatory parent meetings in September

The Commitment form, Background Check form and Medical Consent forms can be turned in at the 
parent  meetings  or  the  front  desk  of  Club  252  on  Sunday  mornings,  or  by  email  to 
tricia.fitzgerald@mac.com. 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IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 
♦ To report absences due to illness for Club 252 or Elementary Cast rehearsals call  our Google Voice 

account:  (754) 800 - 9953
♦ To report absences due to illness during the run of performances call or text: (954) 609 - 5928
♦ For rehearsal assistants, contact Tricia Fitzgerald:  (954) 830 - 5410

COMMUNICATION 
Our primary communication tools will be at rehearsals and through email.  When completing the online 
registration, please make sure you provide a correct email address(es) for accounts you check regularly.  
Please add Tricia.Fitzgerald@mac.com to your contact list, as that is the primary account that will be used 
to send out emails.  You will be provided a link to a Dropbox folder to download practice tracks and lyric 
sheets.  You can also join our Facebook Group “FTL Christmas Pageant Kids”.

COST 
The cost for participation in Pageant is a small makeup fee (amount varies, but usually less than $10).  For 
personal hygiene purposes, each child will have his/her own makeup.  Some costumes may require you to 
provide shoes, tights, etc. for your child, but every effort will be made to use what we have in our costume 
collection first.  Those who choose to participate in the Biblical portion of Pageant are required to have 
brown, leather-like or rope-like sandals. Flip flops, athletic sandals, or sandals with ‘bling’ are not permitted.

AGE REQUIREMENT 
Children, ages 4 (by September 1, 2017) through 5th grade, who are enrolled and active in the Club 252 
ministry, are eligible to participate and appear on stage. 

CLUB 252 PARTICIPATION 

Elementary Cast must be active participants in Club 252.  Children are required to attend Sunday Morning 
Bible Study at 9am and the large group time at 10:30am from September 17 to November 19.  Children are 
allowed 3 excused absences from Club 252 attendance.  This requirement helps prepare the cast spiritually 
for this awesome work and assures the witness by example of attendance.
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ATTENDANCE 
Elementary Cast Children are allowed one (1) absence from a performance due to a prior school commitment (ex: 
a school Christmas concert), but we must be notified now.  Missing more than one on-stage rehearsal and one 
performance for non-custody reasons will  make your child(ren) ineligible to participate in Pageant the 
following year.

Circumstances  regarding  custody  and  guardianship  that  affect  attendance  must  be  disclosed  during  online 
registration.   Any conflict  with a rehearsal  or performance time must be provided during online registration.  
Absences affect casting decisions.

TARDINESS 
Rehearsals 
Be ON TIME for all  rehearsals,  as we have very limited time to practice on stage.  Rehearsal assistants are 
required to arrive 15 minutes prior to rehearsal start time, so we may begin the rehearsal on time. 

Performances 
Elementary cast must arrive between no later than 1/2 hour prior to the performance start time (7pm for evening 
performances, 1:30pm for matinees).  If your child arrives after that time, your child(ren) will not be able to 
perform that day, as makeup application and costuming are usually completed by that time.  For our parents 
serving their required times on the Children’s Floor, you must be ON TIME at 6pm for evening performances and 
12:30  for  matinee  performances.   We  are  counting  on  you  to  be  there  so  no  rooms  are  left  without  adult 
supervision.

ILLNESS 
Do not bring a sick child to rehearsals or performances.  Please call  numbers provided to notify the Pageant 
Leadership  Team of  your  child's  absence  as  early  as  the  illness  is  known.  Additionally,  if  your  child  has  a 
contagious disease (Chicken pox, strep throat, pink eye, lice, etc.) please notify us so we can communicate to 
other parents/guardians so precautions can be taken.

BEHAVIOR 
Make  sure  your  child  understands  the  expectations  and  commitment  that  come  with  doing  Pageant.  Good 
behavior  is  just  one  of  these  expectations.   If  a  child  is  having  a  difficult  time with  behavior,  the  Pageant 
Leadership Team will give your child a warning for the first offense. Your child will be pulled from a performance 
if the behavior does not improve, and the Pageant Leadership Team will ask the child(ren) not to return to Pageant 
if their behavior warrants such action.  When your child signs his/her commitment card, help them to understand 
that they are promising to do their very best and that their behavior needs to be pleasing to God.  
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COSTUME MEASURING & FITTING 
Your  child(ren)  must  attend  one  of  the  costume  measuring  and  photo  days  in  September. 
Attendance at one of the measuring or fitting dates is mandatory.  This is essential in our casting 
process. 

Once costumes are ready, we will have two mandatory fitting nights in November.  You will sign-up for a specific 
time during one of the November rehearsals.  You must stay with your child during the costume measuring and 
fittings to help them change, then you will be free to leave together after our costume team approves the costume.

CHILDREN'S FLOOR DURING DRESS REHEARSALS AND PERFORMANCES: 
A Pageant ID badge will be required for access through the Cast Door and to the Children’s Floor.  Parents or 
guardians picking up your child(ren) must have an Pageant ID badge to come through the cast door and up to the 
Children’s Floor.  Please obtain the badges prior to the start of dress rehearsals.

The Children’s Floor and Nursery open at 6:00pm for evening performance and 12:30pm for matinees.  DO NOT 
drop your children off before that time, as they will not have supervision. You MUST escort your child to 
the floor, they may not be sent alone or with a middle school or high school sibling.

Each child needs to have a plastic bin in their dressing room for their personal belongings such as hair brush, 
undergarments, shoes, and accessories.  Please talk to your child about the importance of keeping their belongings 
in their bin and keeping their area neat and tidy.  They will need to bring a hairbrush marked with their name and 
an old button-up shirt  to wear during makeup application.  Do not add or delete anything from your child’s 
assigned costume without prior approval from the children’s leadership team.  Costumes are carefully planned and 
prepared to convey the look desired by our creative team.  

Please do not allow your child to bring personal items like hand-held games, iPods or favorite toys.  These items 
have a way of getting lost and we cannot be responsible for them.  All movies that are shown on the children’s 
floor must be G rated and all video games for the X-box/Playstation (in some rooms) must be approved by the 
Room Leader. 

Do not bring food into your child’s dressing room, or to the Children’s Floor. They cannot eat in costume or in 
dressing rooms.  If  you bring dinner,  please have them eat with you in Velocity,  then come up to the floor.  
Children will be given a snack after each performance.  Thank you in advance for following this guideline!  
All rooms will be spending a few minutes before each performance looking at a Biblical truth and praying for the 
Pageant performance.  This is wonderful time of spiritual preparation prior to each performance.

(continued)
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Notify the Children’s Floor Leader and the Room Leader if a different adult will be picking up your child.  You 
(or another Adult) must pick up your child as soon as the Kid’s Number is over for each performance.  No 
middle or high school students may pick up your child(ren) from the Children’s Floor, and they may not 
leave alone.  This is a safety and liability issue.  

If your child is in Biblical (Act II)  for some or all performances, they will be ready for you to pick up after they 
change into their Biblical Costume.  Those children doing Biblical for their one-time try, will be taken care of as 
well. 

BIBLICAL PARTICIPATION 
All children, Ages 5 and up by Sept 1, 2017 may participate in Act II (Biblical portion) of the Pageant.  Children 
of ON-STAGE parents (i.e. Choir Members, Biblical Extras) may participate in Act II for all performances as long 
as their parent/guardian has arranged escorts them. The escort must be arranged by the parent/guardian, not by the 
Elementary Cast Leadership team. The escort must come to the Children’s Floor to pick them up no later than 
intermission. Children must be supervised on the floor by the escort, or parent/guardian after the performance 
while they are changing and hanging up their costumes.

Children of OFF-STAGE parents may participate in Act II one time during a performance chosen by their parent.  
They will be escorted by an ON-STAGE adult and must obey them at all times while on stage.  This provision 
benefits you as a parent, in that your child can be scheduled in the Biblical portion on the day or evening that you 
plan to attend the performance. Please note that four-year-olds are not allowed in the Biblical portion, as we have 
found that it can be overwhelming, sometimes frightening, and too long for them to be on stage.

There are some scenes in Act II where children play a larger role. One of these, for example, is the final moment 
in the Miracles scene where the children gather around Jesus.  As continuity for children is very important, these 
children will only be chosen from those who can be at all Biblical rehearsals and performances. 

Biblical costumes are assigned to each child individually if they are performing in ACT II.  Even those who 
choose the “one-time” option will have a costume assigned to them and placed in their room on the children’s 
floor.   Fitting  is  usually  done  during  a  kid’s  rehearsal  in  November  by  our  wonderful  Biblical  costume 
coordinator.  Please do not take another child’s costume and put it on your child.  If you happen to misplace a 
piece of costume (i.e.  head scarf), please see a Children’s Floor Coordinator and they will try and find you a 
replacement.
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PARENT COMMITMENT  
All parents /guardians of participating children are required to attend one of the MANDATORY parent meetings 
(see schedule).

If  you  are  an  ON-STAGE  parent  (Choir  Member, 
Dancer,  etc.)  who  cannot  work  the  floor  during 
performances,  you  MUST  assist  with  costume 
measuring for one date AND as a rehearsal assistant 
at the rehearsals listed here.  You must also help with 
costuming / laundering after Pageant.  

Sunday, September 24 1:00 to 2:30 pm
Sunday, October 1 1:00 to 2:30 pm
Sunday, October 15 1:00 to 3:00 pm
Sunday, October 29 1:00 to 2:30 pm
Friday, November 3 6:30 to 8:30 pm
Sunday, November 5 1:00 to 3:00 pm
Saturday, November 11 10:00 am to Noon
Sunday, November 12 6:00 to 9:00 pm
Friday, November 17 6:00 to 9:00 pm
Saturday, November 18 Noon to 1:30 pm  

All OTHER / OFF-STAGE parents are required  to work on the children’s floor for at least 14 dress rehearsals / 
performances. When you register your child, you will be asked to note that dates that you are NOT available, then 
our Floor Coordinators will contact you with your assigned dates and times.  We also will need some of you to 
volunteer as rehearsal assistants,  so please prayerfully consider helping in that area in addition to your floor 
commitment.  All parents must fill out a Parent Acknowledgement Form and a Background Check Form if you do 
not have a Background Check already on file at FB|FTL.  You will also need a Pageant ID Badge.  If you do not 
already one, please watch for announcements in FBC’s Insider emails for dates when you can have one made.

EXTRA VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES   
For our “Super Volunteers”, who can commit to more than just the required time, please see these areas to serve.  
You can indicate these on your child’s registration, and you will be contacted soon by our area coordinators to 
help.  Thanks!

COSTUMING 
Costuming  involves  measuring 
kids  for  sizes,  sewing  costumes, 
shopping  for  supplies,  mending 
costumes,  simple  hemming  and 
laundering  costumes  during  the 
run and after the run of Pageant.

PROPS 
Helping  with  props  on  stage 
involves  a  willingness  to  work 
with  the  Pageant  props  team 
during  the  Kid’s  Number.  You 
will be assigned specific props to 
move on and off stage. You will 
also need to be willing to attend 
several rehearsals prior to the 
opening of Pageant.

MAKE UP APPLICATION 
Elementary  Cast  makeup 
application involves a willingness 
to  work  in  the  makeup  room to 
help  apply  children’s  makeup. 
You  also  need  to  attend  a  one-
time  class  to  learn  application 
techniques
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CLOSING 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Patti or John White, the Children’s 
Pageant Coordinators at 954-439-4801.   You can also leave a message on our Google Voice account at 
754-800-9953 and we will return your call.

Our team is excited about the opportunity to be involved with you and your children and to participate 
with them in the 2017 Pageant!  It’s going to be a great year as our children share the Love of Christ and 
the Joy of Christmas! 

Blessings, 

Patti and John White 
Children’s Pageant Coordinators 
patriciajeanwhite@yahoo.com 
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 Registration closes at 11:59 pm on Sept 
10th.  All paperwork is due at that time. 
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REHEARSAL DATE TIME NOTES

Sunday, September 10   or
Sunday, September 17 1:00 to 2:00 pm

MANDATORY TO ATTEND ONE.  
Measuring & photos

Sunday, September 24 1:00 to 2:30 pm  Event Center
Sunday, October 1 1:00 to 2:30 pm  Event Center
Sunday, October 15 1:00 to 3:00 pm On-stage - parted rehearsal by song
Sunday, October 29 1:00 to 2:30 pm  Event Center

Friday, November 3 6:30 to 8:30 pm On-stage - parted rehearsal by song

Sunday, November 5 1:00 to 3:00 pm On-stage

Saturday, November 11 10:00 am to Noon On-stage
Sunday, November 12 1:30 to 3:30 pm On-stage

Monday, November 13
or

Tuesday, November 14
6:30 to 8:30 pm

Costume Fittings - MANDATORY TO 
ATTEND ONE
Sign-up for specific time during one of 
the November rehearsals.

Friday, November 17 6:00 to 9:00 pm Dress Rehearsal and cast photo

Saturday, November 18 
12:00 to 3:30 pm* On-stage Rehearsal first, then Dress 

Rehearsal follows
Sunday, November 19 12:30 to 3:30 pm* Dress Rehearsal

Saturday, November 25 12:30 to 3:30 pm* Dress Rehearsal, Cast & Crew viewing
Sunday, November 26 12:30 to 3:30 pm* Community Performance

Thursday, November 30 6:00 to 8:45 pm*
Friday, December 1 6:00 to 8:45 pm*
Saturday, December 2 12:30 to 3:30 pm*

6:00 to 8:45 pm*
Two show day. Elementary cast must be 
picked up after kid’s number each show.

Sunday, December 3 12:30 to 3:30 pm*
Thursday, December 7 6:00 to 8:45 pm*
Friday, December 8 6:00 to 8:45 pm*
Saturday, December 9 12:30 to 3:30 pm*

6:00 to 8:45 pm*
Two show day. Elementary cast must be 
picked up after kid’s number each show.

Sunday, December 10 12:30 to 3:30 pm*
Thursday, December 14 6:00 to 8:45 pm*
Friday, December 15 6:00 to 8:45 pm*
Saturday, December 16 12:30 to 3:30 pm*

6:00 to 8:45 pm*
Two show day. Elementary cast must be 
picked up after kid’s number each show.

Sunday, December 17 12:30 to 3:30 pm*
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2017 Pageant Elementary Cast  
Rehearsal & Performance Schedule


